
Green Cross International was founded by Mikhail Gorbachev in 1993, building on the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Our mission is to help create a
sustainable future by cultivating harmonious relationships between people and the environment following the principle of «Cooperation not Confrontation». Green Cross

International has its headquarters in Geneva, and has national organisations in 25 countries, with projects linked to the five programmes of GCI: Environmental Consequences
of Wars and Conflicts, Water Conflict Prevention & Desertification, Energy & Resource Efficiency, Environmental Education & Communication, and The Earth Charter.

Green Cross International has been granted consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations, and with the Council of Europe .

I am optimistic about water.  Despite the shameful fact of billions of our fellow men, women and chil-
dren living without water and sanitation; the horrendous state and over-exploitation of the world’s natural
water sources; and the almost universal inequality and mismanagement of water resources and services: 
I believe that we are ready to face up to the challenge.  Since the 2nd World Water Forum in 2000, water
has leapt higher up international agendas, and the urgent need to address the crisis is now one of the few
issues on which all nations and stakeholders agree. Governments have committed to halving the proportions
of people without water and sanitation.  The UN has officially declared water to be a human right.
Controversial questions related to transboundary watercourses, private sector involvement in water services,
and the construction of large dams, are being discussed in a more transparent and constructive way. And
there is a growing innovative union of the World Water Community – gathering this month in Japan for the
3rd World Water Forum.  Crucial to the current state of world affairs, I believe that properly managed water,
whether in a river, a pipe or deep underground, can be a powerful vehicle for peace.

As we stand ready to welcome in the International Year of Freshwater - which begins on World Water
Day, March 22 – we have reason to be optimistic, but not complacent.  For, although we may have begun
to face up to it, we are currently failing to address the water crisis.  Meeting the Millennium Water Goals by
2015 offers us the opportunity to achieve one of the great humanitarian breakthroughs in our history: one
that will emphatically improve the lives of billions of people.  But it will only be possible through genuine
international solidarity and commitment on all sides.  Rich countries must dedicate increased funds and tech-
nical assistance to the water sector.  Developing countries must prioritise water and enact essential man-
agement reforms.  Governing peoples’ water confers enormous responsibility.  I learnt this through my expe-
rience as Secretary for Agriculture for the former USSR, when I inherited the crisis caused by the decision to
divert the rivers which fed the Aral Sea.   Decades later, this decision continues to destroy lives and has left
an environmental wasteland.  On the other hand, changing water policies for the better can have a domi-
no effect which improves the environment, public health and education, and gives people the chance to lead
fulfilling lives.

This year should see our water commitments of recent years materialise into real, structured, integrat-
ed plans at the national and international level – backed up by the necessary finances.  If we think of all the
massive developments in the last twelve years, I am confident that we can reach the Millennium Water Goals
by 2015 – if we learn from past mistakes and work together in a participative, integrated and honest way.
We need to re-evaluate our value system and refuse to live in a world where billions have no water to drink.

I will be at the 3rd World Water Forum and Ministerial Conference in Japan this month: as talk of war
dominates our lives, I cannot think of a more worthy cause to support than that of Water for Life and Peace.

Mikhail Gorbachev
President, Green Cross International
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The Volta river is one of the essen-
tial shared watercourses of West Africa,
with a basin including much of Burkina
Faso and Ghana, and parts of Togo, Mali,
Benin and Côte d’Ivoire.  Flowing
through a region afflicted by desertifica-
tion and poverty, the Volta is crucial to
economic development, agriculture and
energy production - but as yet there is no
basin agreement, management plan or
conflict resolution mechanisms amongst
the basin states.  Green Cross is providing
a forum for the involvement of civil soci-
ety in the elaboration of such an agree-
ment and integrated management plan,
working with the National Governments,
UN and World Bank. This capacity build-
ing project has carried out a basin-wide
stakeholder consultation process and
held two regional conferences to elaborate
and approve a Volta Basin Declaration and

a Strategy of Information, Communication
and Sensitisation on water related con-
flicts. The project has contributed to
growing public awareness and has pro-
vided a bridge between stakeholders, the
basin governments, and the inter-gov-
ernmental organisations increasingly
involved in the Volta basin.

The Danube region has been in a
state of political transition for the past
decade, and water management in the
basin – divided amongst no less than sev-
enteen states - is intrinsically linked with
the major changes accompanying the
end of the Cold War and the forthcom-
ing accession of many Central and
Eastern European nations to the
European Union. Green Cross’ activities
have included a survey of the roles and
challenges of local and regional authori-
ties, public participation and the privati-
sation process, and their relation with the
broader transitions taking place in the
region.  Working with the Council of
Europe, Green Cross’ role in the Danube
basin has been stimulated by the direct
engagement and support of several local
authorities from different regions of East
and West Europe, which will hold a
European Conference on the role of
Territorial Authorities in the Management
of River Basins in Romania in April 2003,
to analyse the findings of the Green
Cross work and finalise a set of
Recommendations and Resolutions to be
presented to member states of the
Council of Europe. 

The potential for conflict in the
Jordan basin is well documented.
Operating during one of the most diffi-
cult periods in the region’s recent history,
the Green Cross project has approached

the problem from two angles: by devel-
oping strategies to enhance public
awareness about water conflicts and the
need for co-operation, and investigating
the potential of new sources of water.
Green Cross has been active as a media-
tor in the Jordan River Basin for several
years, and proposes to help facilitate the
strong inter-state co-operation needed

for joint water projects, such as the Red
Sea – Dead Sea project which Jordan and
Israel jointly announced at the
Johannesburg Summit. Three expert and
stakeholder workshops as well as field
questionnaires and several public hear-
ings have been held in the past year to
ensure strong feedback from the public
and assess opinions about the vital role
of water as an element of peace.

Water for Peace
Green Cross is committed to bringing the Water for Peace message to the

fore of policy making at every level – from international negotiations, to nation-
al governments, right down to the community and municipality.  This is our goal
at the 3rd World Water Forum.

Water for Peace is about encouraging water management and decision-making
to respect the needs and welcome the participation of all people in a basin, irre-
spective of nationality, gender, wealth or ethnicity, and to take the requirements and
functions of the natural environment into account.  Following these basic principles
requires an integrated water resources management structure with strong commu-
nication channels with stakeholders.  In international basins, there is also a need to
reconcile different national strategies and priorities, and sometimes to overcome disputes and misunderstandings between states.

Achieving Water for Peace crucially requires awareness-raising and capacity building amongst the public, policy makers and
government representatives at all levels.  This has been the focus of the Green Cross Water for Peace project, currently being imple-
mented in six international river basins: the Danube, the Jordan, the Okavango, La Plata, the Volga and the Volta. Water for Peace
project aims to help ensure that civil society and local-level actors fully understand and have a proactive role in the political process
as basin-wide principles, policies, projects and mechanisms for integrated water management are developed.  Each basin project is
managed by regional Green Cross partners and shaped to suit the particular problems and political situation of the basin, with an
overall focus on building partnerships and enhancing the role of  local people and authorities in conflict resolution and the process
towards co-operation. 

The Green Cross Water for Peace
project is implemented in conjunction
with UNESCO’s “From Potential Con-
flict to Cooperation Potential” project,
with whom Green Cross co-convened
an international conference From Con-
flict to Co-operation in International
Water Resources Management: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities in Delft,
November 2002.  Water for Peace is
supported by:
• The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The

Netherlands
• The Japan Water Resources

Association
• The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Sweden 
• The Congress of Local and Regional

Authorities, The Council of Europe 
• Suez Lyonnaise des eaux

Water for Peace theme days at the
3rd World Water Forum
18 innovative sessions will be coordinated
by Green Cross and UNESCO: Thursday
20th and Friday 21st March 2003, Shiga,
Japan.  If you cannot make it to Japan –
write us your views on the Water for Peace
session of the Virtual Water Forum at 
www.worldwaterforum.org
On March 22, World Water Day, Mikhail
Gorbachev will address the Opening Ceremony
of the Ministerial Conference in Kyoto.

Calling for Wisdom for Water
The World Assembly of Wisdom for
Water is an initiative launched by the
International Secretariat for Water
(ISW) in partnership with Green Cross
and others as a follow-up to the activi-
ties that took place at the first Citizen's
Water House during the 2nd World
Water Forum in March 2000.  A focus
of the Assembly’s activities at the 3rd

World Water Forum will be the discus-
sion and adoption of a "Kyoto People’s
Declaration”, an action plan calling for
international solidarity in water man-
agement that ensures access to water
and sanitation for all.  The World
Assembly of Wisdom for Water –
bringing together water representa-
tives experts, managers and theorists
from around the world - will take place
from March 16th to 20th in Kyoto.



The three states of the Okavango
basin have already embarked on the road
towards cooperation over this unique river
system.  The creation of a basin organisa-
tion, OKACOM, and the end of the civil
war in upstream Angola, have provided
good conditions for reaching peaceful res-
olution of water allocation disputes. The
Water for Peace project focuses on the
current absence of an agreement on the
equitable sharing of the benefits derived
from the resources of the basin, and aims
to enhance the co-operation process by
linking OKACOM with the scientific and
civil society communities to help develop
an integrated basin plan. A workshop in
Botswana in September 2002 brought
OKACOM together for the first time out-
side of an official OKACOM meeting.  A
set of policies to guide decision-making
and a hydropolitical model have been
developed and discussed with OKACOM
and other stakeholders at the 2nd work-
shop, in Namibia, February 2003. The sci-
entific papers produced for Workshop
One are being compiled into a book: “An
Introduction to the Hydropolitical Drivers
of the Okavango River Basin”, and a BBC
film documentary on the project is cur-
rently being broadcast.

The La Plata basin project responds
to water problems from the perspective of
affected citizens, and facilitates the
involvement of stakeholders in water proj-
ect development.   Work has begun in the
important sub-basin of the Upper Paraná
river, shared by Brazil, Argentina and
Paraguay, where Green Cross’ affiliates are
stressing that effective water manage-
ment, and in particular the plans for major
infrastructure projects, must be framed
within the broader territorial and human
development strategy of the basin. Green
Cross Argentina was invited to contribute
to the resolution of the long-standing
environmental and social conflicts created

by the construction of the
Yacyreta dam between Argentina
and Paraguay. By acting as a
mediator between the different
parties, they helped to earn
back the trust of the affected
communities and facilitated the
resettlement into more suitable
housing of thousands of peo-
ple, the development of sources
of employment and recreation,
and the establishment of con-
sultation centres where prob-
lems can be resolved in a spirit
of true partnership.

Pilot conflict resolution initiatives are
also being launched in the Volga River
basin along with public awareness initia-
tives and the promotion of new basin
management legislation.   The objective is
the creation of the legal, institutional and
social conditions needed to resolve exist-
ing and prevent future water-related con-
flicts in the Volga basin, where the current
absence of co-operation and compensa-
tion mechanisms fuels disputes between
upstream and downstream regions. A
pilot case-study of conflict resolution over
the large Cheboksary hydroelectric power
station, analysing the social, economic
and environmental aspects of the dispute,
is underway.  The project is also creating
an organization of networking and coop-
erative public bodies for the control of
water consumption by different users and
to protect human rights of the local pop-
ulations in water conflict situations.  A
groundbreaking Federal Law for the
Integrated Water Resources Management
of the Volga River Basin, including tools
for conflict resolution will be proposed.

The Green Cross Water for Peace
project has a strong awareness raising
and communication focus. The objective
is not only to generate understanding
amongst people within the basins of the

risks of conflicts over shared water, but
also to encourage people to see their
water from a new and wider perspective
- as a vehicle for peace and development
across their entire region.  During the
next phase of the Water for Peace proj-
ect, as well as continuing the regional
activities, the findings of the six basin
projects will be consolidated and further
developed into a set of guidelines for
participative, cooperative management
of international watercourses.
Contacts:
Water for Peace Programme Manager,
Fiona Curtin, fiona.curtin@gci.ch
The Danube: Carmen Danciu,
office@gcr.ro
The Jordan: Kamel Mahadin, 
hmahadin@go.com.jo
The Okavango: Anthony Turton,
awiru@postino.up.ac.za
La Plata: Marisa Arienza,
gca@ssdnet.com.ar
The Volga: Natalia Davydova, 
eco-project@mtu-net.ru
The Volta: Ousséni Diallo,
greencross.burkinafaso@fasonet.bf

Water for Life and Peace –
International Dialogues 
On May 21 – 23, 2003, in Bologna
and Reggio-Emilia, Italy, Green Cross
will hold international dialogues on
Water for Life and Peace.  This confer-
ence will address three crucial issues:
the Global Water Crisis, Transboundary
Waters and Conflict Prevention, and
Public Private Partnerships. Taking
account of the findings of the 3rd

World Water Forum, “Water for Life
and Peace” will adopt a more political
perspective and prepare a Declaration
to be submitted at the highest level to
the G8 meeting in Evian, France in
June – where water is high on the
agenda.

Countdown to the Millennium Water Goals
With the Millennium Development Goals and Johannesburg World Summit, gov-
ernments have pledged to halve the proportion of people without safe drinking
water and basic sanitation by 2015.  This is an essentially important but formida-
ble task which will require hundreds of thousands of people to be connected to
drinking water and sanitation services every day until 2015.  To draw attention to
this challenge, Green Cross and the International Secretariat for Water, are erect-
ing a specially designed Water Clock to provide a stark visual reminder of the task
ahead.  The Water Clock will show the, continually increasing, actual numbers of
people without access to water and sanitation on one side, and the, continually
decreasing, numbers who would have been without access if the Millennium Goals
had been met since 2000 on the other. Visit the clock at the Multistakeholder
Centre in Kyoto during the Forum, and at other international water events in the
coming months. The clock is designed by Bernard Gitton. 
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Upcoming Events:
5-6 March EU Water Initiative consultation 

meeting, Moscow.
16-23 March 3rd World Water Forum and

Ministerial Conference, Japan.
20-21 March Water for Peace theme days, 

Shiga, Japan
8-11 April BioVision (with the participation 

of President Gorbachev and GCI),
Lyon, France

21-23 May Water for Life and Peace,
International Dialogues convened 
by Green Cross in Reggio Emilia and
Bologna, Italy.

30-31 May Forum on the Green Cross Chemical
Weapons Destruction Campaign,
Geneva 

31 May – 1 June Green Cross International General
Assembly, Switzerland


